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Bound Up in the Bundle of Life
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Yizkor Elohim (for Martyrs)

May God remember the souls of all
my relatives and all the hallowed
martyrs who were killed,
slaughtered, burned, drowned and
strangled for the sanctification of
Your Name, because I pledge
[without vowing] to donate charity
for the sake of their memories. In
this merit, may their souls be
bound up in the bundle of life,
with the souls of Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yaakov, Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel,
and Leah, and with the other
righteous men and women who are
in Gan Eden (Paradise) and let us say
Amein.
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El Malei Rachamim (for a Woman)

Almighty, [Who is] full of
compassion, Who dwells on the
highest heights find true repose
beneath the wings of [Your] Divine
Presence, in the exalted spheres of
the holy and the pure who shine like
the brightness of the firmament, for
the soul of

([deceased] daughter of [her
parents])

daughter of who has gone to her
world, for charity has been donated
in remembrance of her soul. May
Gan Eden (Paradise) be her resting
place. Therefore, may the Merciful
One shelter her in the shelter of His
wings, forever, and bind her soul
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in the bundle of life. [May]
Adonai [be] her heritage, and may
she rest in her repose in peace, and
let us say, Amein.

Yeven M’tzulah, Nathan of Hanover*

“By Shavuot of 1648, a combined force of Ukrainian Cossacks and their Tartar
allies from the south had fallen on the Jewish population in cities west of the
Dnieper River... After describing the horrible deaths that these Jews had
suffered, Nathan turns to the situation of the Jews on the other side of the
river. Having heard of the massacre, they decided to surrender to the local
Tartar population.”

[There] was a certain cantor, named Reb Hirsch of Zywotow. As the Tartars
arrived, he began to chant El Malei Rachamim over the slaughtered kin of
the house of Israel [at which time] everyone broke out in loud cries, which
must have been heard on high because their captors were moved to show
them compassion.

I Samuel 25:18-35

This story takes place during the not-yet-King David’s rise to power. David is
effectively running a protection racket, gathering resources, supporters and
power, dangling a threat of violence behind his “requests.” David sends
emissaries to “request” resources from a wealthy man named Nabal. Nabal
refuses with great disdain. David tells his men to gird their swords, so they
may take vengeance on Nabal’s household. Nabal’s servants inform Abigail,
Nabal’s wife, who hatches a plan.

Abigail quickly got together two hundred Tem [2428] (7:2K) em
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told her young men, “Go on ahead of me, and 237 2199 12y TWI? MRm
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husband Nabal. She was riding on the ass and T
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his men appeared, coming down toward her; 0°77° PYIRI T A3 037 003
and she met them. Now David had been saying, JONR WD AN
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nothing he owned is missing. He has paid me YT 2T TING 17TWRTIIN

' Citation, translation and introduction from May God Remember, ed. Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman.
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back evil for good. May God do thus and more
to the enemies of David if, by the light of
morning, I leave a single male of his.” When
Abigail saw David, she quickly dismounted
from the ass and threw herself face down
before David, bowing to the ground. Prostrate
at his feet, she pleaded, “Let the blame be
mine, my lord, but let your handmaid speak to
you; hear your maid’s plea. Please, my lord,
pay no attention to that wretched fellow Nabal.
For he is just what his name says: His name
means ‘boor’ and he is a boor. “Your handmaid
did not see the young men whom my lord sent.
I swear, my lord, as YHVH lives and as you
live—YHVH who has kept you from seeking
redress by blood with your own hands—let
your enemies and all who would harm my lord
fare like Nabal! Here is the present which your
maidservant has brought to my lord; let it be
given to the young men who are the followers
of my lord. Please pardon your maid’s
boldness. For YHVH will grant my lord an
enduring house, because my lord is fighting the
battles of YHVH, and no wrong is ever to be
found in you. And if anyone sets out to pursue
you and seek your life, the life of my lord
will be bound up in the bundle of life in
the care of YHVH; but He will fling away the
lives of your enemies as from the hollow of a
sling. And when YHVH has accomplished for
my lord all the good He has promised you, and
has appointed you ruler of Israel, do not let this
be a cause of stumbling and of faltering
courage to my lord that you have shed blood
needlessly and that my lord sought redress
with his own hands. And when YHVH has
prospered my lord, remember your maid.”
David said to Abigail, “Praised be YHVH, the
God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet
me! And blessed be your prudence, and blessed
be you yourself for restraining me from seeking
redress in blood by my own hands.

For as sure as YHVH, the God of Israel,
lives—who has kept me from harming
you—had you not come quickly to meet me, not
a single male of Nabal’s line would have been
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left by daybreak.” David then accepted from kol
her what she had brought him, and he said to 9 AR 277WR DR AT NI RN
her, “Go up to your home safely. See, I have SR 927 DI 29y MR AN
heeded your plea and respected your wish.” JIB RigR) 77902 "nyny
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